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78-9: 
Oe cay We WHO WERE PAUL 
COMPANIONS DEPARTED 

CAME TO CAESAREA, AND 

ENTERED THE HOUSE OF PHILTp ~ 
THE EVANGELIST, WHO WAS ONE 
OF THE SEVEN, AND STAYED 
WITH HIM. NOW THIS MAN HAD 
FOUR VIRGIN DAUGHTERS WHO 
PROPHESIED,” 


Paul and his companions traveled to Caesarea 
Maritima on the beautiful Mediterranean seashore, 
the seat of the Roman government in Israel. 
Philip is the only person in Scripture who is called 
an evangelist, and most expositors believe that it 
was here, while staying with Philip, that Dr. Luke 
recorded what Philip had done in Acts 6 and 8 
(preaching to the Samaritians and to the Ethiopian 
eunuch reading the Book of Isaiah). We notice 
that Philip was a successful parent as his four 
daughters were filled with the Holy Spirit and had 
all received the gift of prophecy. According to the 
early church historian Eusebius of Caesarea, 

“the daughters lived to a great age and were 
highly esteemed.” 


After our own personal service to God, raising 
our kids to serve Him is the next most ; 
job the Lord has given us. We are not only 
teach them on Sunday about the Lord, DUE) 
are to live out our faith daily before them 
such a way that they cannot but learn 
live life for Him. Even if you do not have 


EVERY 

BELIEVER 
SHOULD BE 
INVOLVED 


IN THE 


IVES 


by birth, every believer should be ir 
the lives of the children around them, 7 
influence for the Lord in their lives, ¥ 


| love the simple but insightful sor of parenting 
by a former major league baseball superstar, 


One day when he was a boy, he, his friends, and 
his father were out in their yard playing baseball. 
They played there regularly and the grass had 
really taken a beating as a result. It didn’t look 
very good anymore, unless you were a kid looking 
for a great place to play baseball. But this day, as 
the kids and the father were playing and having 
a great time, the boy’s mother leaned out the 
window and called, “Can’t you guys find somewhere 
else to play? You're killing the grass.” The 
husband paused and then answered his wife, 
“Honey, we aren’t raising grass, we’re 

raising kids.” 


LORD, help us to pass on to the next generation a love for You 
and Your word.” 
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1 Kings 18:21: “AND ELIy 
CAME TO ALL THE PEOPLE, 
eR BETWEEN TWO OPINIO 

TER B NS’ 

sige IF THE LORD 1s oct 

FOLLOW HIM; BUT IF BAAL, 

FOLLOW HIM.’ BUT THE PEOPLE 

ANSWERED HIM NOT A WORD,” 


During King Ahab's reign, Baal worship reached 
new heights. His wife Jezebel had “massacred 
the prophets of the Lord” (1 Kings 18:4) and putin 
their place 850 heathen prophets of Baal and 
Asherah. Ahab’s servant Obadiah had hidden 
100 prophets in caves. And there was also the 
prophet Elijah, who God had preserved. Elijah 
was a highly unusual, totally sold out man of 
God. He marched to a different drummer. He 
knew what he stood for and had a strong sense 
of purpose. He wasn’t moved by peer pressure 
but was committed, uncompromising, firm, 
and assured. 


Because of Ahab and the people of Israel's idol 
worship, it had not rained for over three years in 
the land. But at the end of those three years, the 
Lord told Elijah to go to Ahab and thatit would 
rain. So Elijah, 1 man, challenged the 450 prophets 
of Baal to offer a sacrifice on Mount Caramel. 
They would call on their gods, while he would call 
on God; and they would see whether God or 
would answer with fire. The prophets of Baal 
tried for hours to call upon their gods, but 
was no answer. Then Elijah drenched his $a 


‘HOW LONG WILL You 


FLIJAHd 


KNEW WHAT 


sTooD 


2k AND HAD 


a STRONG 


NSE OF 


RPOSE. 


in water and called on the Lord. Fire came fr 
heaven and consumed the sacrifice, the stone 
altar, the dust, and even the water. And 


it rained. ray 


The prophets of Baal probably thought of them- - 
selves as progressives who were throwing off the 
restraints of a repressive society. But they were 

in fact, deeply committed to immorality and were 
leading the whole nation into moral decay. The 
people of Israel were a halting, stumbling multitude 
as they faltered between two very different world 
views. If asked, they no doubt would have said 
they believed in the God of Israel; but all of them 
were bowing their knees to false gods. Their 
devotion was mixed—diluted—making them 
wishy-washy and unsteady. They had no solid 
commitment to either God Almighty or the many 
man-made material gods. They were committed 
to nothing and therefore open to everything, 
which is why Elijah challenged them (and us) to 
choose whether they would follow God or Baal. 


To falter between two opinions literally means, 
“to limp along on or between two twigs.” Elijah’s 
challenge today is still uncomfortable but awe- 
some because it speaks so clearly to the church 
around the world. So many are trying to play 
both sides of the fence, keeping a foot in both 
worlds. 


“LORD, we choose You again this day, no compromise, no 
turning back, no hopping back and forth between You and the 
ti! 


world.” 
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: ZEKIEL 38:23: “THe 
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aw WILL MAGNIFY MYSELF AND 
= SANCTIFY MYSELF, AND 
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MEGIDDO 


I WILL BE KNOWN IN THE 
EYES OF MANY NATIONS, THEN 
THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I am 
THE LORD,” 


In the Last Days, a nation called Magog (who 
according to the Greeks and Josephus, are people 
who dwell north of the Black Sea) along with 
others, will attack Israel after God’s people are 
“brought back... gathered from many people” 
(Eze. 38:8). But God will intervene on His people’s 
behalf and will display His awesome power in so 
many obvious ways that the world will not be 
able to deny that He is the Lord God. 


This verse was originally given to the people of 
Judah, to encourage those who were in exile and 
had seen their capital and temple destroyed by 
the Babylonians. It was then and is today a 
reminder that the sovereign and almighty God is 
not only in control of the future but also of 
everything that is occurring right now. This 
definitely impacts us today, as we ponder the 
possibility of these verses being fulfilled in our 
contemporary setting. 


In this modern world, with almost instantaneous 
news reports coming in from all over the globe, it 
is very easy to become fearful. The people of 
earth seem to be constantly moving from One 
financial crisis to another. More efficient Wea 
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Gop IS NOT 
ONLY IN 
CONTROL OF 


THE FUTURE 


BUT ALSO OF 
EVERYTHING 


THAT IS 


ICCURRING 


RIGHT NOW 


of warfare continue to be developed in our own 
country as well as in unstable nations around 

the earth. How shall we then live? God gives us 
reassuring words to help us keep our eyes on 
Him. Through the prophet Isaiah, He said: 


Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

“| am the First and | am the Last; 

Besides Me there is no God. 

And who can proclaim as | do? 

Then let him declare it and set it in order 
for Me, 

Since | appointed the ancient people. 

And the things that are coming and 
shall come, 

Let them show these to them. 

Do not fear, nor be afraid; 

Have | not told you from that time, and 
declared it? 

You are My witnesses. 

ls there a God besides Me? 

Indeed there is no other Rock; 

| know not one.” (Isa. 44:6-8) 


“LORD, we are Your witnesses, and there is no other God like 
You. Help us to walk faithfully and confidently with You through 
this battered and buffeted world this day, in Jesus’ name.” 


NAZARETH 


MOSES IN THE LAW, AND 
ALSO THE PROPHETS, WROTE— 


Jesus OF NAZARETH, 
oF JOSEPH.’ AND NATHANIEL 
SAID TO HIM, ‘CAN ANYTHING 
GOOD COME OUT OF NAZARETH?’ 
PHILIP SAID TO HIM, 

“COME AND SEE.’” 


THE SON 


At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, the Apostle 
Philip incorrectly identified Him as “the son of 
Joseph.” While Philip’s theology was not quite 
correct, he was certainly trying to introduce 
someone to Jesus. Part of the message here is 
that God doesn’t require us to be theologically 
perfect before we can be used by Him. Isn't that 
encouraging? God is much more concerned with 
our hearts, than our brains. Are you excited 
about Jesus? Great! Then go and tell someone 
what He’s done in your life. 


Notice that Philip was also wise in the way he 
shared his faith. Nathaniel scorned Philip’s state- 
ment, saying, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Some believe Nathaniel responded 
this way because he was a student of Old Testament 
prophecy and was pointing out that the Messiah 
was to come from Bethlehem. Others think 
Nathaniel had a very low opinion of Nazareth, 
because he was from a village just over the hill 


‘i 
from it. Whatever the case, Philip gave the —— 


THEOLOGICALLY 


RFECT 


ORE WE 


CAN BE 


hearer the perfect answer, one we all might _ 
find useful, “Come and see.” Very few people, 
if any, are ever argued into the kingdom of God, 
but many are open to being shown truths about — 
Jesus. 


There is an old, unverifiable story that illustrates 
this idea well. T.H. Huxley, the biologist, writer, 
and infamous agnostic once asked a Christian 

to tell him why he was a believer. The Christian 
hesitated, knowing Huxley could out argue him. 
Huxley said, “I don’t want to argue with you. | 
just want you to tell me simply what this Jesus 
means to you.” So the Christian did and reported 
that with tears in his eyes, Huxley said, “I would 
give my right hand if only | could believe that!” 
There is no physical record of Huxley ever coming 
to believe in God before his death, but no man 
knows what God might have done in his heart 
through that witness. We need to show the 
same spiritual sensitivity to those who are 
searching for truth. 


“LORD, use us today to display Your love to someone who 
needs to know You.” 


Perform to odjust the chemistry a 


wine? How did He do that?! We 
answer till eternity. 


Sut there is an element of this miracle that 
Spiritual application and that is the quality 


by You through us today.” 
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Sed ! 
“MULTITUDES, HE WE 
ON A MOUNTAIN, AND WH 
- WAS SEATED HIS DISC 
‘CAME TO HIM. THEN HE op! 
HIS MOUTH AND TAUGHT 
SAYING: ‘BLESSED ARE 
POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEI 
IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, 


Early Church writers tell us that Matthew chapters 
5-8 were part of a single message given by Jesus 
on the side of a grass-covered hill overlooking 
the beautiful Sea of Galilee. It is believed to be a 
word-for-word transcript of the message. These 
beatitudes (Latin for blessed) have rightly been 
called the greatest sermon ever given, and are 
often referred to as the “be attitudes” and not 
the “be doings.” God is always looking at the 
attitude of our hearts, so it was not by accident 
that He began this sermon by pointing to our 
heart’s attitude about our own spirituality. 


To be “poor in spirit,” means to recognize that 
apart from God we are lost, destitute, and 
spiritually bankrupt. Every person is born into 
this world spiritually dead. As Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians: “And you He made alive, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). But 
we must be careful to view this from God's * 
perspective. This “poor in spirit” does not mean 
to be “poor spirited” or not to have a backbone. 
It simply means to have a correct estimate of 
ourselves—that we are spiritually penniless 


17 IS ONLY ta 
oe Most people in our society today w 
4 ; : the opposite. Conventional wisd 

"0 are the successful, the powerful, the glame 
WE a ‘ “a the rich, the famous, the aggressive, the 


reliant, and the self-confident.” But it is only _ 
when we realize that we are needy and 

dead that we can be saved. As God said thi 
the Prophet Isaiah: ; 


SPIRITUALLY 
DEAD THAT 
WE CAN BE 
SAVED 


But on this one will | look: pee 
On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, — 
And who trembles at My word (Isa. 66:2). 


“Thank You, LORD, that we can only come empty handed to 
You this day, just like the very first day we ever came to You. 
We ask You to cleanse us and flow through us this day.” 


Manx 
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CAPERNAUM 


Mark 9:33-35: “THEN HE CA 
To CAPERNAUM, AND WHEN 
WAS IN THE HOUSE HE ASK 

“WHAT WAS IT You 

DISPUTED AMONG YOURSELVES 

ON THE ROAD?’ BUT THEY KEPT 

SILENT, FOR ON THE ROAD 
THEY HAD DISPUTED AMONG 
THEMSELVES WHO WOULD BE THE 
GREATEST. AND HE SAT DOWN, 

CALLED THE TWELVE, AND SAID 

TO THEM, ‘IF ANYONE DESIRES 

TO BE FIRST, HE SHALL BE 

LAST OF ALL AND SERVANT 
OF ALi 


The disciples’ argument was along the lines of 
“which one of us gets to be chief of staff in Jesus’ 
kingdom?” These arguments seem to rise up at 
the most inappropriate times imaginable. Jesus 
had just again reminded them of His coming death, 
but they were too busy positioning themselves 
for the earthly kingdom they were sure He was 
going to establish at any moment, They also 
probably wrongly thought that they were far 
enough away from Him that He couldn't hear 
them. But Jesus knew what they were talking 
about and His question was also a rebuke. They 
probably felt like kids caught with their hands in 
the cookie jar, which is why they kept silent. 


The Lord used this awkward moment to teach 
them something about true spiritual greatness 


in the kingdom of heaven, Attitudes of pride and 


We SHOULD 
seer TO 
pe THE 
BEST OUR 
GoD CAN 
MAKE US 


power-seeking have no place in th 

life. The path to spiritual greatness 

paved over the backs of other people. Jesus 
statement, “he shall be last of all and servant — 
of all” must have sounded like a very strange 
paradox to their ears. It still sounds backwards 
in the world’s economy today, running counter 
to conventional wisdom. Jeremiah said, “Are you 
seeking great things for yourself? Do not seek 
them” (Jer. 45:5). 


Notice that Jesus said, “If anyone wants to be 
first.” This implies that ambition, in and of itself, 
can be a good thing. We should seek to be the 
best our God can make us. But, if our ambition 
is for self-glorification and gratification, then 

it is coming against the kingdom of God. Jesus 
wasn’t criticizing the desire to be first, but He 
did carefully define what it meant to be first. If 
we are seeking first His Kingdom and righteousness 
and seeking to be great in our usefulness to 
Him, then we are ambitious for a worthy thing. 
We are to become others-centered—servants 
to others. Contrary to both the first century 
and the twenty-first century, it is not how many 
serve us, but how many we serve. 


“LORD, we desire to be useful servants in Your kingdom. Please 
show us others who need us to serve them, and then bless our 
lives so we can be a blessing to them.” 
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KNOW ALL Pais ae 


THAT I Lov 
JESUS SAID TO H 


My SHEEP.” 


met Simon and changed his name, He was sa\ 
to him that he would become a solid, unmove 
rock; however, at this moment, he was back to 
being simply Simon the “sand.” As some have 
humorously commented, Peter was no longer 
named Rocky but Pebbles. 


with something. In Matthew 26:33, before 
denied Christ, he claimed a superior love, say’ 
“Even if all are made to stumble . . . | will never _ 
be made to stumble.” So here, after he had stt 
bled, the question was did he still have a proud 
estimation of his own devotion? Jesus asked 
about agape love, which is an all-giving, uns 
love. Peter answered using the Greek word 


AGAPE 
LOVE, 
WHICH 
IS AN 


ALL-GIVING, 


UNSELFISH 
LOVE 


“We thank You, LORD, for Your great love displayed on the 


lesser Greek ward philedh babies 3," 


you love me affectionately?” 


Giving Peter a chance to affirm his love three’ 
times, after he had denied Jesus three times, _ 
gives a clear picture of the heart of our Savior. 


As the hymn writer said so well, “How great the 
Father’s love for us.” 


cross for us and displayed so clearly in this story. We want to’ 
walk in Your love this day.” 


 MatTHEW 14:15-16: “WHEN 
WAS EVENING. HIS DISCIPL 
came TO HIM, SAYING, ‘T 
IS A DESERTED PLACE, & 
THE HOUR IS ALREADY LATE. 
SEND THE MULTITUDES AWAY, 
THAT THEY MAY GO INTO THE 
VILLAGES AND BUY THEMSELVES 
FOOD.’ BuT JESUS SAID To 
THEM, ‘THEY DO NOT NEED 
TO GO AWAY. YOU GIVE THEM 
SOMETHING TO EAT.’” 


This chapter records what had been be a very 
long day in the ministry of Jesus. He had received 
word that His cousin John the Baptist had been 
murdered, so He tried to get away by boat toa 
quiet place with His disciples. But a huge crowd 
followed them. He was moved to compassion 

for them, and healed and ministered to them 
until evening. By this point, His disciples were 
tired. it was late in the day, and they were a long 
way from any place where they could get food. 
The disciples were peopled-out and asked Jesus 
to simply send the crowd away. lronically, Jesus 
turned it back on them. He mildly rebuffed them, 
and then asked them to do something that was 
impossible unless God was in it. He told them, 
“You give them something to eat.” 


og 


We understand that Jesus was testing them. He” 
knew they didn’t have anything to feed the peop! 
with, but He also knew there was a little kid 

there with bread and fish. True, not much time 


desire to look to Him for a miracle. 


If you have been walking with the Lord for more 
than a few months, you have probably experienced | 
something similar to what the disciples were 
going through here. It often seems that when 

we go to God with a request for someone else, 
He ends up asking us to be His hands and feet to 
the very person we're praying for. And it is often 
a request for us to help in a way that we are not 
very excited about. Our bad attitudes will cloud 
our ability to see just what it is God is trying to 
do for others through us. But like in the miracle 
of the feeding of the five thousand, if we will 
only be obedient, God will supply everything 

that is needed. 


“LORD, we need You to make us obedient disciples today. We 
give You permission, in fact we beg You, to over-ride our short- 
sightedness and open the eyes of our hearts to what You want 
to do through us this day.” 
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Acts 9:5: “AND HE § 
*WHo ARE You, LorD?’ T 
THE LORD SAID, ‘I AM JE 
WHOM YOU ARE PERSECUTIN 
IT IS HARD FOR YOU TO 
AGAINST THE GOADS, 


Acts 9 records the conversion of Saul, the Apostle 
Paul. As he was traveling to Damascus, where he — 
intended to hunt down and kill those who were 
following the Lord, a light from heaven surrounded 
hin and he fell from his horse. He heard a voice 
say, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 
(Acts 9:4). His response is very interesting; he 
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” This suggests that 
he realized he was dealing with deity. 


The second part of Jesus statement to Saul brings 
a smile to our face every time we read it. Perhaps 
it is because it sounds so much like our own 
personal encounters with God: “It is hard for you 
to kick against the goads.” It is hard on us when 
we try to resist God’s leading. Having been an 
atheist scientist during the early part of my adult 
life, | can fully appreciate the irony here in the 
Lord’s statement. Many of us who are believers 
today once spent a lot of our time struggling and 
kicking against God’s dealings in our lives. We are 
certainly a headstrong, rebellious species? 


No doubt the Holy Spirit had been pricking and 
goading Saul’s conscience for a long while. 
was bent on doing everything in his power to 
Stop the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ am 


EADING 


‘Saul, 
who was pursuing, suddenly became the one — pt 
pursued. God Almighty had hunteddownthe 
hunter, effortlessly bringing down His prey. = 


Saul had known well the voice of religion, but 
now, for the first time, he heard the voice of 
relationship with God. This same voice speaks 
these words to each of us, “This is My will for 
your life; do it now.” We must chose not to kick 
against the goads; it will only bring us frustration 
and pain. We need to choose now, today, to submit 
to God's will. If we do, then someday soon we 
will hear that same Voice say to us, “Well done 
My good and faithful servant.” How we want to 
hear those words and that Voice clearly. 


“LORD, we want to know Your voice today. Please give us ears 
to hear You above the noise of the crowd.” 
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MATTHEW 


MOUNT HERMON 


MATTHEW 17:5: 

WAS STILL SPEAKING, 
A BRIGHT CLOUD OVERSHA 
THEM; AND SUDDENLY A 
CAME OUT OF THE CLOU 
SAYING, ‘THIS IS MY BELO! 
SON, IN WHOM I AM WE 
PLEASED. HEAR HIM! 


It is hard to imagine what it must have been like 
for Peter, James, and John—Jesus’ three disciples— 
as He took them up on this high mountaintop to 
experience something much more stunning than 
@ great view of northern Israel. Right before their 
eyes, Moses and Elijah appeared and Jesus was 
transfigured: “His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became as white as the light” (Matt. 
17:2). There are many amazing aspects of this 
moment, but the central truth of this passage 
jumps right out of the page at us. Jesus was 
Ne ees: tab teenie sothesonenaen 
why was it necessary to emphasize this fact? by 
= 
These two Old Testament saints, Moses and 3 
Elijah, symbolized to Peter, James, and John, the 
law and the prophets. They characterized what 
it meant to be Jewish and how Jews were tolive 
their lives. These two appeared with Jesus, but 
Jesus totally eclipsed them. The voice from heaven” 
removed any doubt as to the real purpose of this 
experience, “This is My beloved Son...Hear — 


Him!" 


If ME 
“seam Ata 


sow, ME 


NEED 
NOT FEAR 


Twar DAY 


“LORD, we choose to how before st sat cata 


for our lives.” bs 
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[JEROBOAM] MADE OFFERINGS 
ON THE ALTAR WHICH HE 

HAD MADE AT BETHEL ON THE 
FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE EIGHTH 
MONTH, IN THE MONTH WHICH 
HE HAD DEVISED IN HIS OWN 
HEART. AND HE ORDAINED A 
FEAST FOR THE CHILDREN OF 
ISRAEL, AND OFFERED 
SACRIFICES ON THE ALTAR 
AND BURNED INCENSE.” 


Solomon sinned against God by going after false 
gods, and because of that God divided the kingdom 
between Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) and 
Jeroboam (Solomon's servant, from the tribe of 
Ephraim). Judah and Benjamin remained under 
Rehoboam’s rule, while the other ten tribes were 
given to Jeroboam. God made the same promise 
to Jeroboam that He had made to Solomon; that 
if Jeroboam would walk in God’s ways, then God 
would bless him. 


All the people of Israel were to come to the 
temple in Jerusalem three times a year to offer 
the sacrifices God required. But because Jerusalem 
was under Rehoboam’s rule, Jeroboam was 
afraid he would lose the allegiance of his people 
if they went to Jerusalem. Jeroboam decided it 
was safer for him to appoint men, who were not 
from the family of Levi (as God had commanded), 
to serve as priests in the northern kingdom. He 


also made two golden calves and set them up ik 
a 


1 KINGS 12:33: oe 


GoD 
DESIRES 

TO BLESS 
OUR LIVES 
TODAY, 

BUT HE 
EXPECTS US 


TO HOLD 


“LORD, we choose to lay everything we he 
today. It all belongs to You anyway, if 
re 


as the people’s gods, thus falli 
same sin as Solomon. He forgo 

king because of his own efforts or abilit 
because God wanted him to be king. It’s 
how quickly Jeroboam forgot that pro 


We read in 2 Chronicles 11:13-17 that after _ 2 
Jeroboam rejected the Levitical priests, who 
refused to have any part of Jeroboam’s unscriptural 
altars and false worship, they left their homes: 
and went south to Rehoboam’s territory so they — 
could worship God as He had commanded. 

But the majority of the people stayed and 
worshiped these gods of convenience, the golden 
calves. It wasn’t convenient for Jeroboam to 

trust God with the situation or the security of 

his kingship, so he took matters into his 

own hands. 


=s 


We need to consider this lesson carefully. 
Whatever God gives to us, He will see to it 
that we keep it. By the same token, whatever we 
take for ourselves, God can take away and give 

to others. God desires to bless our lives today, 

but He expects us to hold those blessings lightly. 
We should never latch on to them, doing anything 
we have to in order to keep them. Jeroboam did 
not learn to keep the Lord as the Master of his 
life, and he choked by grabbing the control for 
himself. And in doing so, he caused everyone te 


around him to sin also, F 
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1 SAMUEL 31:5: “AND 
HIS ARMOR BEARER SAW 
SAUL WAS DEAD, HE 
FELL ON HIS SWORD, 
DIED WITH HI 


By 


PUSHING 

our 

BURDENS OR 
The terrible, immediate result of King Saul’s suicide or eRTCUOnnee 
was its influence on his young armor bearer, who 1» CHE 
followed Saul’s example and fell into the same ov ronan 
sin. In this chapter we are left to assume that Lona 
Saul was successful in his suicide. However, in 2 CONN THEE 


Samuel 1, we are told that Saul was not yet dead. 
A young Amalekite came to David with Saul's 
crown, bracelet, and a story of how the king was 
leaning on his sword near death, but his life was 
still lingering. According to his story, Saul begged 
him to come near and kill him, and the young 
man obliged. 


JLTIMATE 
acT OF 


FAITHFULNESS 


Suicide always presents a struggle for those left 
behind, as they have to wrestle with the many 
what-if questions that are left unanswered. We 
believe that suicide is both the ultimate act of 
selfishness and Satan’s ultimate trap. The person 
takes matters into their own hands, making a 
choice that God has not given authority to any 
person to make. This self-directed act of final 
control comes after a thought process along the 
lines of “I can’t control anything else around me; 
so I'll take control of it all, by shutting it all off.” 
How important it is for any person caught in this 
kind of thinking to go to someone in their life 
they trust, like a teacher, good friend, or relative, 
and tell them. 


“LORD, You are the One we turn our burdens over to this day.” 


on God and fought on or at lee 
trusting God to get him throug! 
would later write the solution in| ; 
“Cast your burden on the LORD, / And 
sustain you; / He shall never permit the righ 
to be moved.” When David wrote thi 
depressed, having been betrayed by a 
friend as well as having his own son seize c 
throne. Even though David was struggling, he 
recognized the only solution was to turn it o 
to God, By pushing our burdens or difficulties | 
life onto the Lord, we commit the ultimate act 
faithfulness. We are saying that we trust God to 
give us the grace to get us through the struggle 
in front of us. And God will uphold the believer, 
giving the grace to persevere through the most 
difficult trials. Mountains will come into every~ 
one’s life, but if we will submit and place our 
burdens at the foot of the cross, Jesus will either 
remove the mountain or give us the strength to 
climb over it. 
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GIDEON'S SPRING 


JupGes 7:7-8: “THEN 
LORD SAID TO GIDEON, 
THE THREE HUNDRED MEN WHO 
LAPPED I WILL SAVE YOU, AND 
DELIVER THE MIDIANITES INTO 
YOUR HAND. LET ALL THE OTHER 
PEOPLE GO, EVERY MAN TO HIS 
PLACE.’ SO THE PEOPLE TOOK 
PROVISIONS AND THEIR 
TRUMPETS IN THEIR HANDS. 
AND HE SENT AWAY ALL THE 
REST OF ISRAEL, EVERY MAN 
TO HIS TENT, AND RETAINED 
THOSE THREE HUNDRED MEN. 
NOW THE CAMP OF MIDIAN WAS 
BELOW HIM IN THE VALLEY.” 


God assured Gideon of victory with this sweeping 
statement, “I will save you and deliver the Midianites 
into your hand.” Gideon needed to hear that at 
this point because the odds against him and his 
men were about 450:1. Gideon had been painted 
into such a corner that all he could do was trust 
in God and God alone. We know that feeling in 
our own lives spiritually. 


It is difficult to truly rely on God when we have all 

the human resources needed already available. 

It is so much easier, in our natural mind, to use 
available human resources and then “give God 

the credit” for what follows. But what about the 
situations where nothing can happen spiritually 
unless God interferes? That is when faith is chal= 
lenged and we must make a decision to trust God. 


PRESSURE 


BRINGS 


SEFULNESS 
IN SERVICE 


“LORD, use 
or small.” 


to supply. Job Sardi 


the way that | take; When He 
shall come forth as gold” (Jo 
saying something like, “I ¢ 
is taking me or exactly how He is 
He does and that is all that matters.’ 


Job realized that pressure brings if 
service, “when he has tested me, I shall c 
forth as gold.” A three dollar length of bi 
stainless steel can be pounded into a cou 
of ten dollar horseshoes. With further po! 
that steel can become one hundred dollars © 
worth of guitar strings. And with even further 
pounding, it can become one thousand dollars — 
worth of men’s fine wristwatch cases and mech- - 
anisms. It all depends on how much pounding 
is done! If you feel like you’re being hammered, — 
hang in there; don’t give up; don’t fret yourself 
into depression. Don’t struggle with where God 

is taking you, or what He is doing. When all was 
said and done, Gideon found himself used by 
God to change the course of a nation. 


us today in whatever place You need us, large 


2 Kines 5:13-14: “Ae 


[NAAMAN’S] SERVANTS CAME 
NEAR AND SPOKE TO HIM, AND 
SAID, ‘MY FATHER, IF THE 
PROPHET HAD TOLD YOU TO Do 
SOMETHING GREAT, WOULD You 
NOT HAVE DONE IT? HOW MUCH 
MORE THEN, WHEN HE SAYS TO 
you, “WASH, AND BE CLEAN”?’ 
SO HE WENT DOWN AND DIPPED 
SEVEN TIMES IN THE JORDAN, 
ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF 
THE MAN OF GOD; AND HIS 
FLESH WAS RESTORED LIKE THE 
FLESH OF A LITTLE CHILD, 
AND HE WAS CLEAN.” 


Naaman, the commander of the Syrian army, was 
a leper. He came to Israel seeking healing, and 
the prophet Elisha told him to go and wash in the 
Jordan River. Naaman didn’t like that command. 
His servants took a risk speaking with him since 
he was “in a rage,” but it seems they loved and 
trusted him. The logic of their gentle question is 
beautiful and should be applied to each of our 
lives as well. They were saying, “If you had been 
asked to perform a great feat of courage or pay 
a great sum of money, would you not have done 
it? Surely you would have been willing to cross 2 
rushing river or a perilous gorge, or even wrestle 
a bear or lion, empty handed. So if you would 


be willing to do something great, why not some- 
thing simple?” 


; 


“LORD, please give us the courage to do and 
ask of us, in Jesus’ name.” 


if God would just tell od 
in order to be cleansed from 


orphans, or walk three thousand. n 
would be more than willing. There 


to earn forgiveness, and that somethin 
We want to doit our way.Naamanhadhis 
own ideas of how his healing should | 
plished. If he was just going to be asked 
in a river, why not the rivers of Syria instead 
the old, muddy Jordan River? The better 
would have been, “Why not simply doitGod’s 
way?” Naaman’s servants logically presented 
the argument of nothing ventured nothing = 
gained. Naaman wisely let their counsel prevail, 
and he came up out of the water healed. 


Scripture is filled with many exciting things 

that God has done because someone dared to 
venture out in faith and trust God’s word. Even 
though sometimes it doesn’t make sense, why 
not give it a try? Who knows what God might 
want to do? Today may offer you a golden 
Opportunity to become God's instrument to 
change world events. Why not step out and trya 
venture in faith? We need to trust in the word of 
God and the promises of God this day. It is » 
always exciting to make ourselves availableto 
God for His purposes and become part of His 
answer for the world. +3 


2: 


ZECHARIAH 
— 


MOUNT OF OLIVES 


ZECHARIAH 14:4A: “AND IN 


THAT DAY HIS FEET WILL 
STAND ON THE MOUNT OF 
OLIves, / WHICH FACES 
JERUSALEM ON THE EAST. / AND 
THE MOUNT OF OLIVES SHALL 
BE SPLIT IN TWO, / FROM 

EAST TO WEST “ 


We love the phrase “living waters”. It originally 
meant flowing water like from a spring or water- 
fall rather than stale water that had been collected 
in a cistern. Someday soon, pure, fresh flowing 
water will run from Jerusalem in two directions. 
Part of the spring will flow east toward the now 
Dead Sea, and the other part will flow west 

to the Mediterranean Sea. It seems it will run 
continually for a thousand years and not dry up, 
making the desert “blossom as the rose” (Isa. 
35:1) even in summer. The living water mentioned 
here isn’t just flowing, it is also bringing life. 


In the early 1500s, not long after the discovery 
of the New World, Europeans began making the 
long journey across the Atlantic Ocean. Some 
came in search of prosperity, others for adventure, 
to see what other Europeans had not. Later some 
sought religious freedom, but at first, the people 
who came were mostly in search of gold, Perhaps 
the most famous was Juan Ponce de Leon, a 
Spanish conquistador. Ponce de Leon and his 
men were the first Europeans to explore Puerto 
Rico, parts of Mexico, and Florida. In his quest for 
gold, he meet with the indigenous tribes in those 
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THE 
LIVING 
WATER 
MENTIONED 
HERE 
ISN'T 
JUST 
FLOWING, 
17 1s 
ALSO 
BRINGING 


LIFE 


also of a magical spring, the “F 
that bubbled up out of the grou 


drank from it. He spent the rest of his 
to find this fountain, but when he died from a 
poisoned arrow in 1521, he still had not discovered — 
this “living water.” Not much has changed in 

the twenty-first century; people are stilllooking 
for some fountain of youth. They have their 
faces lifted and their bellies suctioned. They are 
perpetually dieting, joining health clubs, getting 
personal trainers, and doing exercise videos. 
There is a whole “fountain-of-youth” industry 
today. 


Almost fifteen centuries before Ponce de Leon, 
a Samaritan woman came to her local well, not 
searching for a fountain of youth but for just 
enough water to get her through another day. 
We are not told how old she was, but we can 
easily see that she was very old emotionally and 
spiritually, Selfish people, life, and sin had used 
her up. Her story in John 4 records her encoun- 
ter with the Messiah and His offer of living water. 
She gratefully accepted the free gift of eternal 
life that Jesus offered her and still offers to all 
who come to Him today. 


“LORD, we are so grateful for Your living water and ask that 
You would use us to spread the word this day, in Jesus’ name.” — 


Soh ees ae ‘ 
Re ps 


un 18:5-6: “THEY ANSE 
Hin, “Jesus of NAZARETH.” 
JESUS SAID TO THEM, “I an 
He.’ AnD JUDAS, WHO BETRAYE 
HIM, ALSO STOOD WITH THE 
Now WHEN HE SAID TO TH 
“I am HE.” THEY DREW BAC 
AND FELL TO THE GROUND. 


word “He” is in italic. That means 
Seteae tate tcarttee obted Oicweallll 
Clarity. But as is often the cese, this addition is 
not very heipgiul, and ina way obscures an important 
declaration Jesus was making. in the Greek this 
is ego emi which does mean “| am,” Dut more 4 
specificaliy this is the Greek form of God's name 
given by Him to Moses at the burning Bush. 


i “What 
in Exodus 3, Moses basically asked God, “Wi | 
is Your name?” God answered with thismaysterious, 


wonder filled promise of just whe and that God 
warts to De in all our lives. Some translators have 


GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE 


self-exisvent one” But gutte simply Gad was 
saying, “| ae for you anything needed.” Jona 
carefully cecorded for us seven classic “I AM” 


Satements that Jesus made before this one in 
the garden 


oosoure sounding statement, “I AM” (Ex. 3:14). = 
But ugon closer inspection the statement i5 2 j 


rendered it: “the becoming one,” others: “the — er 


WHAT 
PROBLEM 
COvLD WE 


FACE TODAY 


“Nothing is too hand for You, 0. Lead 
this day. Me trust ia You.” nats 


“| am the resunrec and t 
“\ am the way, the truth, and the: 
“lam the true vine” (John 25: a 


7 


To the disciples in the midst of the 
He calmed their fears when He ca 
on the water, and said te them, “kt 
afraid” (Jonn 6:20). What ire was s: ara 
was, “/ arn, do not be afraid.” Again to His ene nie 
making it clear who He really was claiming to 
be, He said, “Truly, truly, | say to you, Tae 
Abranam was, | AM” (John 858). <a 


tt should put 2 smile on our face everytime we 
read, “they drew back and fell to the ground.” 
This is a small glimpse of the awesome power 
that was compressed inte Numan flesh. Jesus’ 
answer, “| am” wes so filled with majestic — 
authority that they could not stand in/Hispresence, 
but toppled ower backward to the ground. Wika 
é vivid reminder that ewen in that darkthemc = 
Jesus held ultimate power ower nemies an 
the powers of darkness. Jesus bears the dixia 
name: therefore, what problem eo 
today that is too lange fe 


MOUNT 


TEMPLE 


de 


un 7:14,37-38: “NOW ABOUT 


THE LAST DAY, THAT GREAT 
DAY OF THE FEAST, JESUS 
STOOD AND CRIED OUT, SAYING, 
‘IF ANYONE THIRSTS, LET HIM 
COME TO ME AND DRINK. HE 
WHO BELIEVES IN ME, AS THE 
SCRIPTURE HAS SAID, OUT OF 
HIS HEART WILL FLOW RIVERS 
OF LIVING WATER. ’” 


A few centuries before Jesus came, a tradition 
developed that on the seventh day of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, the High Priest would carry a 
golden container filled with water from the Pool 
of Siloam back to the temple ina procession. 
As the pageant came to the Water Gate, on the 
south side of the inner temple court, three trum- 
pet blasts were sounded, reminding the people 
of the joy of the occasion. Following the blasts, 
the crowd would recite {salah 12:3: “Therefore 
with joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation,” Back at the temple, the priests would 
march around the altar with the container of 
water, while the temple choir sang Psalm 113 
through Psalm 118, Then the water was poured 
out as a sacrifice to God at nine o'clock in the 
morning, the time of the morning sacrifice. 


So when Jesus stood in the center of Jerusalem, 
on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, and 


THE MIDDLE OF THE FEAST 
JESUS WENT UP INTO THE 
TEMPLE AND TAUGHT... ON 


be dint 


If ANYONE 
THIRSTS 
FOR 

TRUTH 
ABOUT 
GoD, 

ABOUT 
HAVING A 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIM, 
THEN THEY 
SHOULD 
"COME TO 
CHIM] AND 


DRINK 


made this stirring 
thirsts, let him co 
significant meaning to a 1 
“if anyone thirsts,” Jesus mez ‘ 


to [Him] and drink.” Jesus used this event 
object lesson and opportunity to make a ve 
public invitation for His people to accept Hi 
as the living water that the tradition had been 
pointing to for so many centuries. 


We of course understand that Jesus was the 
fulfillment the Feast of Tabernacles anticipated. 
He is the Messiah, who provides living water, 
which gives eternal life. The promise is that after 
we have taken Jesus in, then “out of [our hearts} 
will flow rivers of living water” to others. We be- 
come a conduit for the living water Jesus wants 

to give to a thirsty world. 


“LORD, make us this day a channel and instrument of Your 
living water to the thirsty world around us.” 
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THE CITY OF DAVID; AND 
PREPARED A PLACE FOR 
‘ARK OF GOD, AND PITCHED 
SE NitaeEOIR: wlblvas vereolO VDIA 
SHE ELDERS OF ISRAEL 
THE CAPTAINS OVER THOU 
WENT TO BRING UP THE ARK 
THE COVENANT OF THE L 
FROM THE HOUSE OF OBE 


EDOM WITH JOY.” 


David had tried to bring the ark into Jerusalem 
(1 Chronicles 13), but he hadn't followed the 
Lord’s commandments on how to transport it 
properly. After three months, David attempted 
it again, this time the right way. We need to stop 
every now and then and think about the last 
time we were given a second chance. When was 
that? How about that time you got pulled over 
for speeding but the cop let you go? Or when you 
should have been charged that late fee but the 
store let it go? Or maybe it was the last time you 
came to the foot of the cross and asked Jesus to 
forgive you of your sins. That is where second 
chances, or forgiveness, really come into play 
in our lives, and joy quickly follows. That's what 
David was experiencing when he was dancing in 
public as the ark entered the city. 


Do you struggle to believe that you can have a 
second chance? The Bible is filled with stories of 
men and women who experienced God's forgiveness 


De CHRONICLES 15:1) 25 “Davip) 
BUILT HOUSES FOR HIMSELF IN 


Do you 

STRUGGLE ps N 

re After discovering that carbonized 
cane worked as a filament, it took ; al 

4 SEGONE of men twenty-four straight hours to pu’ 
eats together. When Edison finished the bi 


handed it to a young boy who nervously 
it up the stairs. Step-by-step the boy ca sly 
watched his hands, frightened he might drop 
the priceless piece of work. But, in spite of his 
care, at the very top of the stairs, he dropped it. 
It took the men another twenty-four hours to _ 
make a new bulb. Finally, tired and ready fora 
break, Edison finished. He turned and handed 

the second bulb, to be again carried up the 

stairs, to the very same boy who had dropped 

the first one. That’s true forgiveness. 


“Thank You, LORD, for Your heart of forgiveness, open to all 
who will humble themselves before You.” 


SILOAM 


POOL 


haha 
es 


40 


story is about the religious leaders reaction to 
_ the miracle. There is a lot of symbolism about 
spiritual blindness in this record, as this blind 


man cert nly was not the only blind person in : 
this chapter. At the end of the chapter Jesus said: 


“ye 
9:12; "Now As JESUS. 
— SAW A MAN wag 


The healing of this blind man is very unique in that 
there are five miracles of the blind being healed 
but this is the only one where the person healed - 
was blind from birth. Jesus healed this man both - 
physically and spiritually. However most of the 


“For judgment | have come into this world, 
that those who do not see may see, and that 
those who see may be made blind.” Then 
some of the Pharisees who were with Him 
heard these words, and said to Him, “Are we 
blind also?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you 
would have no sin; but now you say, ‘We see. 
Therefore your sin remains.” (John 9:39-41) | 


Jesus was saying that being spiritually blind is not 
the worst sin in the world. But thinking that you~ 
can get along fine without Jesus, that is the one 
sin that will keep a person from salvation. These 
religious leaders were leading people into darkness, 
not into light. Their hearts had become hardened 


THINKING nize God the S eV 
THAT YOU them. ae me 
CAN GET Ugg 


ALONG FINE 


The truth is every persort & GorraIEes 


WITHOUT spiritually blind. We all need the mira 

JESUS, power of the Holy Spirit to open our eyesto 
THAT IS the truth and reality of Jesus Christ. We all ha 

THE ONE blind spots, presumptions, and perceptions that — 
SIN THAT we don’t think need changing. These blind spots 
WILL KEEP are major roadblocks in our spiritual journey. 
A PERSON 3I 


When we find ourselves skeptical, judgmental, 
fearful, or filled with religions pride, then we 
have a spiritual blind spot that needs Jesus’ 
healing touch. Believing is seeing more and 
more spiritual truth as we become conformed 
more and more into His image. 


FROM 


SALVATION 


“LORD, open our spiritual eyes to see what it is that You want 
to heal in us today.” 


BETHLEHEM AND 


SHEPHERD'S FIELDS 


MrcaH 5:2: “BUT you, BETHLEHEM 


EPHRATHAH / THOUGH YOU ARE 
LITTLE AMONG THE THOUSANDS 
GE MUBAH, -/ YET “OUT OF YOU 


JESUS 


WANTS TO 
SHALL COME FORTH TO ME /— Vee 
THE ONE TO BE RULER IN. Ne ena 


ISRAEL, / WHOSE GOINGS 
FORTH HAVE BEEN FROM 0 
op, / FROM EVERLASTING.” 


OF ETERNAL 
LIFE IN 
EXCHANGE 
FOR OUR 


SINS 


This verse, which was written centuries before 
the Messiah came, clearly predicted that the 
eternal God would burst into time in the tiny 
village of Bethlehem. The scribes and Jewish 
leadership correctly quoted this verse to King 
Herod in Matthew 2, when he asked them for the 
birthplace of the Messiah. The Magi had come 
seeking the newborn King, and based on this 
verse, Herod sent them to Bethlehem. It is mind 
boggling to think that everyone in Jerusalem 
received the correct information about the Messiah's 
arrival, but few cared enough to be bothered to 
seek Him. People have not changed very much in 
that regard in almost two thousand years! 


When Micah foretold the birthplace of Jesus, he 
emphasized how insignificant the small town was 
to the rest of the world. Jesus was not born ina 
politically, commercially, culturally, educationally, 
or socially significant city. Nor was He born into 
a house of royalty, riches, or celebrity. The One 
who would be called “The Bread of Life” was 


born in a tiny, village called Bethlehem, which 
means “The House of Bread.” 


“Thank You, LORD, for coming and dying in the great exchange 
of Your life for ours. Please use us in Your kingdom this day.” : 


Jerome, an eai 


his money, but Jesus said, “I. 
money.” Next he tried to give Jesu 
sessions, but Jesus said, “I do not w 
things.” “Then what can | give you, 
do you want?” Jerome asked the 
your sins,” Jesus answered. “I came to. 
your sins. Give them to me.” Jesus wai 
us the gift of eternal life in exchange for our 
Now that is an offer no sane person can reft 


peat 


_ 
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ey sd: SAMUEL 17128-29: "NOW 
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44 


ELIAB HIS OLDEST BROTHER 
HEARD WHEN HE SPOKE TO TH 
MEN; AND ELIAB’S ANGER WAS 
AROUSED AGAINST DAVID, AND 
HE SAID, ‘WHY DID YOU COM 

DOWN HERE? AND WITH WHOM 

HAVE YOU LEFT THOSE FEW 

SHEEP IN THE WILDERNESS? 

I KNOW YOUR PRIDE AND THE 
INSOLENCE OF YOUR HEART, 
FOR YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO 
SEE THE BATTLE.’ AND DAVID 
SAID, ‘WHAT HAVE I DONE 
Now? IS THERE NOT 

A CAUSE?” 


\t sounds like David's older brother was still 
feeling the sting of rejection because God had 
chosen his little brother over him to rule the nation, 
He was also being a typical older brother, expecting 
and accusing David of the worst, He was basically 
saying, “You just came to see blood and guts. 
Why don’t you just go home, smart mouth? Ang 
David gave a typical younger brother's response! 
“Now what did | do?” David's feelings might h 
been hurt, but he refused to be hindered by his 
brother's misunderstanding of his motive. When 
David heard of Saul's reward to the man who 
beat Goliath, David spoke and thought about 
who God is and what God can do. Instead of 
seeing it as an opportunity to glorify himself, he 
only saw it as an opportunity to glorify God 


(pavipd 
WAS MORE 
CONCERNED 
with GoD’S 
CAUSE AND 
OPINION 
THAN 

with 
ANYONE 


ELSE'S 


LORD, help us today to seize the opportunities You place 


requires two things. First we ni 
size of an elephant, and, second 
as thick as a rhinoceros, How was D 
to handle this criticism so well? He wa: 


when he later volunteered to fight Goliath, Saul 
said, “You can’t fight this Philistine, you're only 
a boy.” However, despite all the flack, David 

did not give up. He insisted that he be given a 
chance to take on the giant, 


When Robert Fulton, inventor of the steamboat, 
first presented his new invention, there were 
reportedly many critics crowded on the riverbank 
yelling, “It’ll never work; it'll never even start.” 
After a lot of tinkering and clanking, Fulton 
proved them wrong as the steamboat finally 
started moving down the river, The crities were 
momentarily quieted but quickly recovered and 
started yelling, “It'll never make It; it will never 
be able to stop.” We will be criticized as we walk 
with the Lord; so we need to follow the example 
of David and Robert Fulton, We can’t let it hold 
us back; we need to use it by applying it and 
growing from it. 


before us and not be slawed down by the critics.” ce 


—_—_- 


! you SHALL CON 


CHILD SHALL BE A NAZIRI 
To GOD FROM THE WOMB; A 
HE SHALL BEGIN TO DELIVE 
ISRAEL OUT OF THE HAND 


THE PHILISTINES.” 


The Hebrew word Nazarite means to separate 
and the conditions of that seperation are ex- 
plained in Numbers 6. Someone who took this 
vow was to abstain from anything that came 


from the vine, have no contact with a dead body, 


and not have their hair cut. In Samson’s case, he 
was to be a Nazarite to God all his life. The angel 
also said that his mother should not drink wine 
or eat from the vine or touch any unclean thing. 
Samson was not only chosen to be a Nazirite, 
but he was also called to deliver Israel from their 
enemies, the Philistines. 


These Philistine neighbors were used by God as 
a thorn in the lives of Israel because Israel would 
not listen to Him. They are also a picture for us 
today, as an illustration of the flesh taking over 
from the Spirit in our walk with God. It happens 
when we start to live in sin; it traps us like a 
thorn in our side. The thorn irritates us, stealing 
our peace, joy, and the love we want. 


Samson was chosen, but God does not pick men 
merely to be spiritual robots. God indwells them 


: “FOR BEHOLD, 
CEIVE AND BEAR 
A SON. AND NO RAZOR SHALL 
COME UPON HIS HEAD, FOR THE 


{stw] 
TRAPS US 


LIKE A 
THORN IN 


our SIDE 


given to cach often : 
woman of God. He has 


has surrendered to Him has ad 
eternity with God. And finally we 
hand directing our lives toward thin 
spiritually benefit those around us. 


“LORD, keep us in the center of Your will this day that we n 
be everything You desire us to be.” 


MOUNT ZION 


INHERITANCE, 
HAVE REDEEMED— / THI 
MOUNT ZION WHERE YO 

HAVE DWELT. 


According to one tradition, this psalm records 
the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar 
in 586 B.C. The psalmist was asking God to not 
forget His people and Mount Zion, where the 
temple once stood, to remember His covenant 
with Israel, and to save His nation. If this psalm 
is from the Babylonian captivity, then although 
many cried out to God to spare them, He did not 
deliver them for many years. He of course hadn't 
forgotten them, but had prescribed seventy years 
of captivity to discipline them for ignoring His ; 
word. 


God doesn’t forget anything unless He chooses 
to forget. The one thing He does choose to forget — 
is our sins, which are put away from us through 
confession and repentance. This is exactly what 
happens when we are forgiven by God. When 
God forgives us, He blots out our sins and forgets 
them, as it says in Psalm 103:12: “As far as the 
east is from the west, / So far has He removed 
our transgressions from us.” The New Testament 
also states this: “For | will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless 
deeds | will remember no more” (Heb. 8:12). 


wHEN GOD 
FORGIVES 
us, HE 
BLOTS 
our ouR 
SINS AND 
FORGETS 


THEM 


You shall ride my best horse and wear m 

clothes.” In utter amazement and rer 
enemy exclaimed, “My son, now you 
me!” He meant, of course, that the hate in 
own heart had been completely erased 
forgiveness and kindness of this chief. 


“Father God, You have killed us by Your kindness and forgiveness 


through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us to live well today for 
You and Your kingdom.” 
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EZEKIEL 37:1,3-5: “THE HAND 
OF THE LORD CAME UPON ME 


WHEN 


SET ME DOWN IN THE MIDST oe, 
OF THE VALLEY; AND IT WAS 3 oie 
FULL OF BONES... AND HE ie 
SAID TO ME, ‘SON OF MAN, Be es 
CAN THESE BONES LIVE?’ So IT Fob 
ANSWERED, ‘0 LoRD GoD, YOU ae 


KNOW.’ AGAIN HE SAID TO ME, | 
‘PROPHESY TO THESE BONES, — 
AND SAY TO THEM, “O DRY 
BONES, HEAR THE WORD OF THE © 
LORD! THUS SAYS THE LORD 
Gop TO THESE BONES: ‘SURELY 
I WILL CAUSE BREATH 10 
ENTER INTO YOU, AND 

YOU SHALL LIVE. ~ 


TO WORK 


God showed His prophet Ezekiel a vision of a 
valley filled with dry bones and asked him, “Can 
these bones live?” This was God’s pledge to some- 

day soon restore His people and the nation of 
Israel to life and spiritual regeneration. of course 
had it been any other person asking the question, 
the answer would obviously have been of course 
not, but Ezekiel remembered who was asking and 
he gave a wise answer. This man of God recognized 

that nothing is out of the question with God, the 

God of the impossible. ‘ 


This question is still a fascinating one for us 
today. In fact God asks every one of us, as His 


them, we are talking to dead men. A ‘ 
the Apostle Paul, we also were once de: 
and women: “But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved 
us, even when we were dead intrespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved),” (Eph. 2:4-5, italics added). 


God has prepared good works for each of us 
(Eph 2:10), so now that we are alive and saved, 
we take steps of faith to share His love with 
others. Is it awkward? Yes, but when we are 
obedient and open our mouths, He begins to 
work. He alone can bring a person to salvation, 
but He clearly states that it is His desire that we 
would share the good news of the dead being 
made alive with the many people surrounding 
us every day. So when we see someone walking 
down the sidewalk toward us today, we should 
not be surprised if we hear the voice of God 
speak a question to our hearts: “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” And our response should 
be as wise as the prophet Ezekiel’s was almost 
2600 years ago, “O Lord God, You know.” 


LORD, we are eternally grateful for the salvation You have 
purchased for us, so we go in obedience and speak to dead 
men this day of Your love, in Jesus” name.” 


o 
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EIN GEDI 


1 SamvueL 24:11-12 
“MOREOVER. MY FATHER. SEE 

Yes, SEE THE CORNER O 
YOUR ROBE IN MY HAND! F 


OF YOUR ROBE. AND DID 
KILL YOU. KNOW AND SEE THA 
THERE IS NEITHER EVIL NO 
REBELLION IN MY HAND, 


you. YET YOU HUNT MY LIF 


AND LET THE LORD AVENGE M 
ON YoU. BUT MY HAND SHALE 
NOT BE AGAINST YOU. 


stopped in a cave. What he didn’t know was 
David and his men were in the deepest part of 
the cave, and David was able to cut off a corner 
of Saul’s robe without him knowing. When Saul 
left, David called after him. His argument was 
that if he were a wicked rebel, against the rule — 
of Saul, then he would have killed Saul when he 
had the opportunity, but he’d chosen not to. The 
piece of Saul’s robe was proof to Saul that David 
was not his enemy. David also used the term, 
“my father,” probably not simply out of respect, 
but as a reminder to the king that he was Saul’s 
son-in-law. Saul seemed to remember that and 
later gave David's wife, his daughter, to someone 
else. The Living Bible is clearer in verse 12 when 
it reads, “Perhaps the Lord will kill you for what 


unfair question, since probably everyone has at 
least one person nthe ee 
exist. What is fascinating here is that David had 
a perfect opportunity to take care of his problem 
but he refused to touch the “Lord’s anointed” It — 
was even more tempting because David already — 
had the anointing of God to be king, buthe still — 
refused to rush God's timetable. Saul was God's 
instrument to work on David's life, using Saulto — 
develop David's character, integrity, and complete 
dependency upon God rather than self. Could 

it be that God has allowed such people into our 
lives for the same purposes? We must be careful 
to see God’s hand in both the positive and negative 
circumstances of our lives, as well as the difficult 
individuals who cross our paths every day. 


> 


‘LORD, give us eyes to see You at work in us, even through 
everything that swirls around us today.” 


GENESIS 14:16: “SO HE 
BROUGHT BACK ALL THE 
600DS. AND ALSO BROUGH 
BACK HIS BROTHER LOT AWN! 
HIS GOODS. AS WELL AS TH 
WOMEN AND THE PEOPLE. 


“cuqwine 


Gomorrah, had been serving four Mesop 7 pened to him, he boasted, “See, I told yor 
< kings for twelve years when they decided to sn God” Hsien =a aa 
=. rebel. As a result the four Mesopotamian ki you have only proved that He is a ane 


come and fought against the five Canaanite kings longsuffering God!" Charles Spurgeon once said: 


Sei s The Mesopotamian kings won and took “all the. aa 
Me . Notice, dear Friends, that the Lord does not 


goods of Sodom and Gomorrah,” including Lot, 
‘ drive you to repentance. Cain was driven 
away as a fugitive and a vagabond when he 
had killed his righteous brother Abel. Judas 
went and hanged himself, being driven by an 
anguish of remorse because of what he had 
done in betraying his Lord. But the sweetest 
and best repentance is that which comes, 
not by driving, but by drawing—“The good- 
ness of God leads to repentance.” 


is God leading you right now? He is patiently 
waiting for you to turn. 


leads you to repentance.” When we rememis 
the dreadful future coming to these people of 
remember the mercy God extended to them. 
God's servant Abraham had been given power 
to deliver every one of them, completely. The 
rescue was inclusive, so why were they not ; 
changed? In fact, they only turned to a life even 


— 
LORD, we do not take Your kindness lightly but graciously 
thank You for it again this day.” 2 


56 


. was it? We can safely assume Jesus has never 


Jonn 5:6-7: “WHEN JESUS SAW 


HIM LYING THERE, AND KNE} 
THAT HE ALREADY HAD BEEN 
IN THAT CONDITION A LONG 
TIME, HE SAID TO HIM, ‘DO 
you WANT TO BE MADE WELL?’ 
THE SICK MAN ANSWERED HI 
"Sir, I HAVE NO MAN TO PUT 
ME INTO THE POOL WHEN THE 
WATER IS STIRRED UP; BUT 
WHILE I AM COMING, ANOTHER 
STEPS DOWN BEFORE ME.’ 


asked a pointless or foolish question, So we mus 
conclude that this man’s answer was critical to 


familiar and even comfortable with : 
Someone characterized this as getting stuck in 
fur-lined ruts 4 


in this man’s life, major changes might have bee 
disruptive and required many adjustments. MO 
about your condition? Do you want to be 


91 your sin or your addiction? Do you want your” 


Mariage or family relationship healed? This 
anawer to Jesus’ question was as interesting as 


po vou 
want 10 


j d ws 


answer; “Are you kid 
He said, “Sir, | have no. 
“Man, you don’t understand 
problem really is.” Instead of just sayi 
Lord,” he gave Jesus all the reasons it 
possibly happen. He was really saying, “Yes, | 
want to be healed, but | cannot. | have no hop: 
It’s impossible.” 


Many have fallen into the trap of this kind of 
shackled thinking. They have given up all hope 
of things ever changing, of being healed, restored, 
or set free. They've resigned themselves to 
their weakness or addictions. How many times 
has God wanted to talk with us about a work 
He wants to do in our lives, but we wanted to 
talk about all the reasons why things cannot 
be changed? We need to determine, and then 
choose, what we really want and what God 
really wants for our lives. As Gad’s children, we 
need to say along with the Apostle Paul, “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me” (Phil, 4:13). 


LORD, we give You permission to change in us anything and 
everything You desire to change this day, in Jesus’ name.” 
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— donn 19: 


ae 7 


5: “THEN JESUS CAM 
QUT, WEARING THE CROW! 
OF THORNS AND THE PURPL 
ROBE. AND PILATE SAID T 
THEM, “BEHOLD THE MAN!” 


who reads it in a more personal 


spoke to the crowd in Latin, and in that the man” is a command to each 


this statement was only two words, “Ecce Homow’ woman, and child alive. We 

Little did Pilate know the exact weight of what he to “Behold” or carefully look at 2 
said in that moment. From our vantage point in _ Man and come to a conclusion 
history, looking back, there is a beautiful 's He our personal Savior? Have we: 


Sanita this Zecharial our sin, turned, and accepted His rule o 
had prophesied these same words more than life as Lord and Master? Look and see t 
five hundred years earlier: “Thus says the LORD» Man who died for you and me. 
of hosts ... ‘Behold, the Man whose nameis 
the BRANCH!" (Zech. 6:12). Twice in Isaiah and 
twice in Jeremiah the Lord is referred to as “The 
Branch.” 


Thank You, LORD, that You still desire a personal relationship : 
with broken sinners like us this day. Cleanse us from our sins 


Ind use us we ask in Jesus’ name.” 


told him haw Jesus had silently taken the brutal 
scourging they had inflicted on Him. Rome had 
2 reputation for routinely using scourging to get 
confessions and names of accomplices out of 
their victims. But in this case, the names Jesus: 
would have to have given would be your name 
and mine 


— eS ~~ : ' : 

Mark 15:21: “THEN THE! 
COMPELLED A CERTAIN MAN, 
THE 


AS HE W 
COUNTRY AND PASSING BY, 
BEAR HIS CROSS.’ 


After Jesus was beaten and scourged, He was toa 
weak to carry His cross, so the Ron ae 4 


ics tas colon were oc 
ees by the tine the Gospel of earl 
was written. 


had come to Jerusalem at that time, he was there 
to confess his sins, ask God for forgiveness, and 
vow to return another year. But he found so muc 
more. The real pilgrimage was not to Jerusalem - 
but to Calvary. Simon became 2 Messianic pilgrim 
as he carried the cross of the Lamb of God, and 
witnessed the sacrifice and shedding not of the 
imperfect blood of 2 sacrificial animal but the 

perfect blood of the once-and-for-all sacrificial 
Savior. Simon began as 2 passerby and reluctant 


for me a long time for reflection. t ; 
there, away from a worldly world. lsawa_ 
solitary old man there, and asked, “Why 

on earth does he stop here? Is he cracked, 
or what? What is it that inspires him?” For 
months after we met | found myself listening 
to him, wondering at him, as he carried out 
all that was said in the Bible: “Leave all that 
ye have and follow me.” But little by little 

his sympathy became contagious. Seeing his 
piety, his gentleness, his zeal, his earnest- 
ness, and how quietly he did his duty, }was — 


converted by him, though he had not tried to e 
do it.* 


LORD, make our lives today a clear enough weihatane 
someone might see You in us and find salvation.” rs 


4‘) Graben Scroggie, ts the Wie the MES 
“neck Tienes Comparn, 1922), p- 92 
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the centurion 
God. 


myey MATTHEW 27:54: “SO WHEN TH 
fF  cenTURION AND THOSE WIT! 
HIM, WHO WERE GUARDIN 
Jesus, SAW THE EARTHQUAK! 
AND THE THINGS THAT HA 
HAPPENED, THEY FEARE 
GREATLY, SAYING, ‘TRUL 
THIS WAS THE SON OF GoD! 


San it must have been ver 
: to only realize the truth after 
We are all very much like the u 
also come to the cross only to di: 
ourselves are guilty of crucifying the 
We are responsible for nailing Him to the 
that day, because God the Son died for us! 
He rose again, and it is because of His death ~~ 
and resurrection that we can have a personal 
relationship with God right now, and will spend — 
eternity with Him. May the weight of that amazing 
truth never fail to drive us to our knees in worship 
and thanksgiving! 


There is no greater miracle than when God : 
transforms someone, in a heartbeat, froma 
hardened sinner into a humble saint. This is one 


LORD, we worship You, the God of Love, with our lives this 


world changing 


What made him see the goodness of Jesus that 
day? In part it was because he saw Jesus 

while all the other people were hating. Thoss 
who passed by were mocking Him, but Jesus le: 
was blessing. One of the two thieves was © . 
his executioners, but Jesus was asking for their 
forgiveness. He could have called ten thousand 
angels to His rescue, but of course He didn’t. In 
part, it was probably just being that close to God 


Pep : THE WEEK MAR’ 
ALENE WENT TO THE TOM 
WHILE IT WAS STIL 
DARK, AND SAW THAT TH 

“STONE HAD BEEN TAKEN AWA 
FROM THE TOMB. 


Asx HIN 
0 SPEAK 


o you 


understand, Only | 
Jesus talking to her. It w 
changed her life for et 


“LORD, we thank You that You know us ar 
are.” 
None of Jesus’ disciples believed He would 
from the dead. So when Mary went early in thi 
morning and found the empty tomb, she thou; 
someone had stolen Jesus’ body. She didn’t — 
"believe or even think He might have risen. Wh 
_ John and Peter came to the tomb, John saw th 
"itt was empty and believed. Peter saw the sam 

thing John did, but he didn’t believe that mo 
and walked away. But Mary came back. She loo 
again and believed. Three different witness to the 


the same experience, but respon 
Why? Because they were three different, unique 
people. 


> 
= John loved Jesus, so it didn’t take much to mo! 
<= him. There are some people reading this who 
ey have that same testimony. It didn’t take much | 
= for you to step into a relationship with God. And 
Peet God bless you. I'm jealous of that relationship. — 
Some of us are like Peter: we look, we scratch oul 
heads, and we walk away. And if you're in that — 


eventually. That’s what happened to Mary. She 3 
came back to the tomb, and then Jesus Himself 
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